Medicine as a Profession.
Tee annually recurring period of the commencement of study at the great medical schools of London or of the provinces is one which cannot fail to bring some anxiety to the parents of the young men who have selected medicine as a career, and whose future must largely depend upon the degree in which the choice thus made has heen a judicious one. Alone among the followers of human occupations the professors of medicine are engaged in an unceasing battle against the injurious influences by which they live, and in striving to prevent the evils which they are paid to cure. They are forbidden, by the written or unwritten laws of their corporations, to conceal any truth which may benefit mankind, or to make it a matter of personal gain as a monopoly. Everything which they discover, and almost everything which they invent, becomes at once the property of their competitors and of the whole community; and the knowledge which has been laboriously acquired by physicians and surgeons too of ten furnishes a basis for the impostures of quacks, or is seized upon by the followers of some other calling, in order that it may by them be turned to profitable account. The general result of this' course of conduct, pursued unremittingly over many years, has been that disease is much less prevalent than it was even within the recollections of people not very far advanced in life, and that it is more under control than it has been at any former period, in the sense, especially, that the duration of nearly every common illness has been curtailed. There is therefore, at least in some directions, less work for doctors to do ; while, at the same time, the census returns do not point to any diminution in the proportionate numbers of those by whom it is to be done. In these circumstances parents and guardians must often feel much doubt as to the wisdom of the choice made by the young people in whom they are 
